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                                                                           c. 420 BC + 

                                                                                      Olympic truces 
 
Peace                                                                                       416 BC 
Events                                                                                Women of Troy 

 
Parsha                                                           c.400 BC Mo Zi                  c. 200 BC 
nonviolence                                    411 BC        & universal love     Hindu code of Manu 
                                      Aristophanes’           introduced notion of war crimes    
                                                                         Lysistrata           
     
   

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 700 BC                            600 BC                          500 BC                        400 BC                       300 BC                      200                  100 BC 
 
 

China’s General  
The Iliad portrays  Sun Tzu writings           19 BC Virgil 
horrors of war on the Art of War               ‘Of Arms & the Man   

                                                 I sing’ (glorifying war) 
               

      
 
 

World  
Events 
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                                                                    Maximilianus 
                                                                       Conscientious Objector              Several      conscientious      objectors  
                                                                        295  AD     in  this  Roman  period 
Peace            
Events 
             St Martin of Tours 
 
              
                                                      
                               

   
 
Sermon on 

 The Mount 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    
      BC  0  AD                  100 AD                         200 AD                            300 AD                             400 AD                             500 AD                               

 
Jesus of Nazareth                     from  2nd century                        313 AD     Decline of Rome             570 

born                                   women sidelined by                   Roman Empire                             Mohammed born 
                                            official Christianity               militarised Christianity  
                              c. 400 Augustinian’s     
                                      Just War  theory & practice 

World  
Events 
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Peace  
Events                                       
                                          Pacifism  submerged  

                         (no  radical  anti-militarism  of   the  early  church) 
                            
                664 Synod of Whitby                           

            
      7th C  Scottish abbot  
                                                                   Adamnan  on human rights of                                                                             Waldenses of Lyon 

civilian population in war                                                                                   reintroduced pacifism              
   
 
                ‘Peace of God’ movement 
                   

          600                                700                              800                               900                               1000                                 1100                  
 
                    1066 Battle 

        of Hastings 
           Growth                             of                       Islam                                                                              

‘Truce of God’ 
Dark                          Ages                     in                     Europe          (no war on feast days) 
               Crusades for nearly 200 years 
                           A new future at the 

               start of the new millennium? 
 Many  plagues across Europe 
            Warmer climate & good harvests (until around 1300) 

World  
Events 
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Peace       Late 13th C   Lollards       1460-1620  Unity of Czech Brethren CO’s 
Events                                                        
                                                                     Chaucer’s    Melibeus   Tale 
                     c.1418 Christine de Pisan   

      1200’s St Francis         wrote on conflict                Las Casas 
               of Assisi           1374 John Wyclif & prevention        Spanish univ prof on 

      the Peace of Bruges                                                  human rights re 
Conquistadour treatment of 
South Americans  
  

                   
                              Waldenses cease pacifism 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                 
           1200                                                         1300                                                        1400                                                            1500                                

 
 
               Start of Little Ice Age from 1300, with poorer harvests (cold period lasting until 1800’s) 
                1347+ Black Death 
 

World            Population almost halved.  Women took on more roles 
Events                           

       1337-1453 Hundred Years War 
                 1387 Honoré Bonet wrote       Wars of the Roses   
         on laws of war     1455-1487   
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Peace  
Events                                   
 
                 1609 Grotius  

c.1500                                              Freedom of the Sea 
            Erasmus        On the Law of War & Peace 
   ‘In the land of the blind 

  the one-eyed man is king’             1623        1638     1693    1713         1761   1795 
            Cruce’s       Henry IV  France     William Penn     St Pierre           Rousseau                      Kant 
Swiss CO’s         Peace Plan     Grand Design         Peace Plan     Perpetual Peace    Perpetual Peace   Perpetual Peace 
                      
Anabaptists       Quakers ………              1783 start of campaign  
1520’s +    then with Mennonites from1554 until early 1800’s                to end slavery 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                    1600                                                                           1700                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                      
           
  Arms trade:          English Civil War              Quite a few wars 
 1588 Spanish Armada used                                   Quite a few revolutions 
 some English cannon          Start of age of sciences & rationality …. 
                       & decline of beliefs…..                   
     English Renaissance                                         Iroquois Indian governance methods 

influenced USA’s Benjamin Franklin 
 

Press Gangs 
World                     informal conscription    
Events                                (continued to 1843 at least) 
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                  1864 Te Whiti of New Zealand      
            practised nonviolent civil disobedience 
                                               Hodgson Pratt…...                1892 IPB founded   
                     
                           Henry Richard, Secretary of        1889 Bertha von Suttner wrote 
Peace                 1815 New York                            Peace Society UK 1848-84/5               Lay Down Your Arms! 
Events               & 1816 London                      Peace Congresses    

               Peace Societies                         1848-53    1864 First Geneva Convention         1900  
   on The Red Cross           Stop the (Boer) War 

                          1840’s +     1868 St Petersburg            1879 & 1888                  campaign 
                            Cobden & Bright - Free Trade  declaration on small          Tolstoy wrote on 
                   explosive devices       Civil Disobedience           1899 

       1807 slave trade        1833 slave trade                                      Hague Peace Conference 
       abolished by Britain   abolished in colonies          1899 Dum dum bullets (mostly) banned 

      1901 first Nobel Peace Prize  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1800                                                                                                 1850                                                                                                 1900                                                                                                                                            

                       1899 
                        1832 Reform Act              Crimea            1860’s +            Boer War 
                 limited franchise in Britain                War              Bah’ai faith  
      
         1848 Revolutions & 
                                                         uprisings in several countries 
        Universal Conscription           
(arising from French nationalism post Revolution)          

     1832 Clausewitz wrote On War 
World        British-French wars   
Events 

    Colonialisations in world ……….. 
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    CO’s in Russia 
 
              Gandhian Satyagraha …………..                 Gandhian nonviolence………… 
 

  1907               1914 FoR                       1921 WRI 
Peace   Second Hague Peace             1914 N-CF & CO’s      1928 Kellogg-Briand Pact 
Events           Conference         
      1908 National Peace Council    1915   1925 more Geneva   1932 Disarmament 
                                        Wil(pf) conference  Conventions      Conference 
               1909 Norman Angell wrote     inc gas banning           1934 PPU formed 
        The Great Illusion                        & petition  CO’s WW2 
 (initially ‘Europe’s Optical Illusion’)       1916-18 Women’s           1920’s-1940’s Abdul Ghaffar Khan & nonviolence  
                                                                            Peace Crusades UK    in NW Frontier (Pakistan) 
   
                                            1933 White Poppies 
1905                                     by Co-Op Women’s Guild  
First Esperanto Conference                 Rise of Women Peacemakers  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                               1910                                                     1920                                                      1930                                                    1940    
                                                                                                                                           
                     World War Two 
       World War One Flu outbreak 1919     Formal War Remembrance Rearmament        Conscription
 Utopian &                      (more died than in WW1)        & red poppies                       (not Northern Ireland) 
 Dystopian        1915 Xmas ‘truce’ 
 writing    1916     1919                    1937 Guernica         
          Conscription     League of Nations formed                bombing 

World            (not in Ireland)       1928 Complete female franchise 
Events    Home Rule for      1918 Female franchise      

    India launched         for those aged 30+ UK                                   Many more adult women 
                            than men in UK population 
                                                      1922 Home rule Ireland                         (due to WW1 effect) 
              
                  Economic depression worldwide 
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Peace  
Events                            1945 Pax Christi                           Martin Luther King & 

begins in France                     Civil Rights Movement &             
       nonviolence………….. 

                                           
                  Famine relief in occupied Europe       UN Peacekeeping developments…….                 
   
 

  CO’s in WW2. 
  Anti city bombing                      1949 & since 
  campaign                          Geneva  Conventions   1957 idea and formation (1958) of Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 
                              (CND) 
                         Aldermaston marches……. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                           1950                                                                                                       1960                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                             1956 Hungary 
World War Two       1945 United Nations formed    invasion                                1962 
  1945 A-bombs on Hiroshima                                                       Cuban Missile Crisis 
           & Nagasaki            1948 idea of govt overseas aid (from USA) 
              1948 Cold War                Testing of Nuclear Weapons ……               1961  
                                       & Berlin Airlift                           1957+ Space arms race         Berlin Wall up 
                  1963 

World                         Partial Test Ban treaty 
Events 

              Wars of Independence …….. 
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Peace  
Events                                                             1976-86 International nonviolent marches 

Anti Vietnam  war movement                                                                                 1980 revival of white poppies                                            
1985 Live Aid   

 
Masaharu Oka, Japan  
(a peace museum founder) 

Yayori Matsui, Japan (justice for sexual slaves in war)                                      
Resurgence of CND 

  1968 Non-proliferation treaty                           World Disarmament        
                   Petition to UN 1982 
 
     French General de Bollardière became a pacifist 

       1979 Greenham Common Cruise Missiles 
                  1981 Women’s Peace Camps……….. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                  1970                                                                                                      1980                                                                                                 
Vietnam War                                                                                                            

1968 Czechoslovakia invaded 
        Environmental Movement grows …………………   1979 Soviet invasion of Afghanistan 
          Space race…………               & rise in world tension 
                Poland crackdown 
 

World   Feminism……..           1982 Falklands War 
Events 

    Decline in sacred …….rise in secular 
 
Many Independence Movements & wars………………              Economic slowdown in world    
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Peace       Growth in Conflict Resolution Centres worldwide       Growth in Museums for Peace worldwide 
Events                                       

                                              1991 Gulf war peace team                                                         2003 Stop the War demos     
                       worldwide 
         Ploughshares acquittal     Live 8 2005 
Oka Masaharu, Nagasaki Peace Museum 

    Justice & Peace movements grow            Jubilee 2000      2008 Global Zero 
           to end debt                   No more nukes 
 
            Truth & Reconciliation Commissions 
        in RSA & elsewhere       
      End of apartheid 
           Millennium development goals 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                              1990                                                                                  2000                                                                                         2010                                                                 
                                                            1996  Dunblane                                              
       1989 End of Cold War Gulf War 1         shootings         USA  9/11     2003 Iraq & Afghan Wars   
          & Berlin Wall down                   

           UK 7/7/05 
Environmental Movements …………….      ……….. Continued terrorism ……. 
                    World 
Race relations…………..        Issues of climate change      Economic 
                    recession 

World   Feminism…….. 
Events 

    Decline in sacred …….rise in secular…. also rise in fundamentalism worldwide 
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Peace Events 
 
             Will collateral damage in conflict (of people) 
          be really banned by now?  (it was under Geneva Convention 1949) 
              
               
 
 
 

Has the 2008+ Global Zero campaign of    
No more nukes been achieved? 

   2015 100th anniversary 
      WILPF           Human rights become human limitations? 
 
          NCF 100th 2016 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                                     2020                                                                            2030                                                                     2040                    
 
       2026 25th anniversary                         2039  

of USA 9/11                      100th anniversary 
2014-18  WW1   Political & economic rise of India & China……                        of start of WW2 
100th anniversary(s) 
Including           Is the UN still going? 
Conscription  
   Continued increased difference between haves and have-nots 
 
         Climate change effect on world politics and on peace? …….. 
 
World Events 
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Peace 
Events 
 
                  20th century was, so far, the worst for war 
                                   What was 21st century known for? 
            
 
              
 
                                  2101 
                            200th Nobel 
                           Peace Prize 
                           anniversary? 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                2050                            2060                             2070                           2080                           2090                           2100             
   
 
Climate change effects get very serious……. 
                            Many alive who were 

              in early teens in 2010  
 
World  
Events 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Peace Museum, Bradford, UK 
www.peacemuseum.org.uk 

            Progression of Peace through time….. 

 

PM 7.09 13 

 

               
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This time line shows selected peace events and world events and issues, with some illustrations.   
   
The aim is to both record many peace aspects and to put them in perspective (but not too many 
as to crowd out the message). 
 
It also enables linking between events and times (for example, the idea of the United Nations evolved 300 
years ago from the peace plans of William Penn and others.)  
 

There could also be summary versions created, or time-specific versions. 
 

*************************  

 

Peace Time Line 
 

by The Peace Museum, Bradford, UK 

 


